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! After taking bronze in 1964 and silver in 1968, Japan finally won the gold for men's event in 1972, but in order to defeat the
physically stronger team of Easter Europe, Japan had to come up with a true revolution.

The core of this revolution is to be found in oneloé greatest setters this sport has ever witnessed: Katsutoshi Nekoda.
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The Japanese team realised that if themnted to stand a chance against the Soviet giants and their colleagues of German
Democratic Republic and Bulgaria, they needed to find a way to spike with no blockers or one at most.

In their offence, the setter, Nekoda, was the key to the system. Heahaaty deceptive release of the ball with his back to the net
varying positions of his hands.

The tall blockers from GDR, in the final, could not read his intentions and often were caught out of position, allowéapgtiese
hitters to attack free of anylock.
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